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Our Mission
To create
the next Generation of Generosity.
We forge real connections between
kids and communities, creating the
‘next generation of generosity’.
Our programs create a ripple effect
across the community: educating,
influencing, and empowering kids
and families to make the concept
of “giving back” a practice
embedded into their daily life.

#nextgenerationofgenerosity
#kidsgivingback
www.kidsgivingback.org
@kidsgivingback
@kidsgivingback
@kidsgive

Our Story
Kids Giving Back is an Australian charity offering
school-aged students 6-18 years a diverse range of
hands-on, age appropriate, meaningful experiences.
These programs enable kids and their families to
develop empathy, support vulnerable people and
experience a sense of belonging whilst making a
tangible contribution to the community.
Established in 2012 by Ruth Tofler-Riesel and
Carole Schlessinger, the organisation grew out
of a desire to enable opportunities for children to
give to others not as privileged as themselves.
Their mission to create opportunities for kids and
their families to embrace the real life experience of
giving back to others resulted in the recording of a
milestone 25,000 program participants in 2019.
Kids Giving Back programs create a ripple effect
across the community: educating, influencing, and
empowering kids and families that engage with our
programs to make the concept of “giving back” a
practice embedded into their daily life.

We are a triple impact charity, and benefit:
Kids - by connecting them through community
to foster a sense of social awareness and
responsibility, so they are empathic future leaders
with the ability to contribute to long-term social
change.
Vulnerable People - by supporting our charity
partners in caring for their vulnerable clients
across different initiatives, such as food and care
packs, and facilitating intergenerational activities.
Community - by developing social cohesion, and
providing learning experiences that break down
barriers and provide a platform for sustained
community engagement, positively transforming
kids’ perception of community.

www.kidsgivingback.org

“This is something
everyone should
have a habit of.
People need to
learn giving and
the joy of helping
others”.
- Student,
Epping Boys High School
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Chair’s Report
As Chairperson, I am delighted to report on our activities this year. The
highlight of the year was the establishment of a designated Kids Giving Back
‘hub’ which has seen a longstanding ambition of our founders reach fruition.
With our own space, Kids Giving Back can now tailor our programs specifically
to each group, and offer a wider range of programming to different ages,
schools, corporate groups and communities. Our ‘hub‘ gives us the flexibility to
take our efforts to the next level and to further extend our programs.

“We are working
hard to expand
Kids Giving
Back, whilst
strengthening its
financial future.”

Additionally, we have maintained our relationships
with existing providers such as Our Big Kitchen so
that we are able to avail ourselves of a range of other
facilities enabling us to reach an even wider range of
children across the state.

We are working hard to expand Kids Giving Back,
whilst strengthening its financial future. To enable
more children to participate in our vision, we are
developing a five-year strategy to reach more
schools, give more people a chance to become regular donors, nurture new
corporate partnerships, and engage with Government at all levels .

Board Members

Roxanne Dunkel - Chairperson

Joe Ingegneri - Director

Part of this strategic plan will be the development of a new website and
database so that by the end of 2020 we will be able to provide a more
streamlined experience for all users.
This year we farewelled one of our founders Ruth Tofler-Riesel. Seven years
ago, Ruth and Carole Schlessinger had an idea which, together with passion
and motivation, they grew into the amazing charity that Kids Giving Back
has become. Ruth’s daily presence will be greatly missed, but her inspiration
remains behind much of our work. Anthony Chesler also left our board this
year, and his dedication and expertise with our financial planning was greatly
appreciated. We intend to recruit more board members in the coming year, who
will bring additional expertise to the organisation.
The year marks a full one for our new CEO, Robyn Monro Miller, who has
brought a dynamic and exciting approach to Kids Giving Back. We are indebted
to her for finding our new hub and making our move there a reality.
This year we have also focused on ensuring that we are meeting the needs
of our charity partners in an authentic manner. We aim to provide them with
what they need to help their clients - whether that is food, clothing, time, or
companionship. To this end we have spent time communicating with the charities
we help to find out more about what they need, not simply what we think that
is. With this learning, we can tailor ways to genuinely them, and educate our
children how to do this. We are able to achieve this with our unique combination
of hands-on activities, supported by educational content. The key must be
authenticity, and this year has seen the team at Kids Giving Back focus on this.
We are truly grateful for the support given to us by our philanthropic partners
and donors, which enables us to provide not only opportunities for our
participants to learn to serve and connect with communities, but to also deliver
the very real assistance so desperately needed by the charities we work with. It
is key to our triple impact on children, vulnerable people, and the community.
I have the privilege to Chair a Board of people who willingly give of their
knowledge and time to maintain this wonderful organisation, and to work
with our dynamic CEO and exceptional staff to create the next generation of
generosity. My heartfelt thanks to you all.

Brendan Johnson - Director

David Schlessinger - Director

Carole Schlessinger - Co-founder/Director

Holly Stiles - Director

Roxanne Dunkel
Chairperson
Ruth Tofler-Riesel - Co-founder/Director
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From the CEO
2019 was a BIG year for Kids Giving Back marked
by an increased number of programs, new projects
and new locations!

Kids Giving Back in 2019 delivered 230 programmes,
worked with 7748 volunteers, oversaw the preparation
of 27,378 meals and welcomed 24 new schools and 4
new charities to our programs. In addition, we tripled
the number of corporate groups working with us and the
number of different type of volunteering opportunities we
provided in programs. In summary we witnessed a 39%
increase in programs , 27% increase in participants and
a 17% increase in meals since 2017!

From left Nadine Ben Mayor, Rebecca Wade, Andi Smith,
Ruth Tofler Riesel, Robyn Monro Miller a& Carole Schlessinger.

located on level 1 of the Paddington RSL Club and has
been furbished to meet our needs with the generous
support of our donors. We have been grateful for the long
term support of Our Big Kitchen where we have leased
program space for our Cook4Good program since 2012.
In addition, Sydney City Council in 2019 generously
donated use of their space for activities as
we expanded program delivery times and
highlight for
opportunities to Saturdays and school holidays.
the year was the
In relocating to the new space we will have
greater flexibility in regards to our program
establishment of a
delivery
and this will support the increased
new “Hub” for our
numbers of children and young people
programs.”
accessing our programs.

This success would not have been possible without the
amazing support and enthusiasm we receive from the
Kids Giving Back community – these are the children
and families, schools and organisations, charity partners,
corporate groups and funders that have embraced
our mission to “create the Next Generation of
Generosity” and made it their own. So these
“A huge
achievements are yours!
The year has also proven to be a
landmark one in terms of support with
a number of successful new funding
submissions that allows us to increase
our reach to a range of groups to meet the
needs of marginalised young people and their
families in the coming years. The financial support
of the Goodridge Foundation and Goldman Bros in
ensuring Kids Giving Back was able to drive our mission
forward has been critically important for ensuring growth
and creating a sound financial framework on which to
build. We remain indebted to them for that commitment
and their unwavering support for our mission to create
the next Generation of Generosity.

In March our team underwent a transition with our
Program Manager Kirsty leaving us to take up a new
opportunity in the Education sector. Kirsty Warren was
able to provide a smooth transition and orientation with
Rebecca Wade over a period of a month which was
invaluable. We have been lucky enough since then
to welcome Kirsty back from time to time as support
for our holiday programs. Our small team of Youth
Ambassadors, who had been employed in a casual
capacity to support program delivery, was also reviewed
in 2019. Offers of more consistent work were made
to all team members in order to support quality and
consistency in program delivery. This action reduced the
number of Youth Ambassadors that were able to commit
to regular monthly program delivery and a decision was
made not to replace any positions resulting in the role
being phased out by natural attrition by year end.
A huge highlight for the year was the establishment
of a new “Hub” for our programs. The new space is

The acquisition of the new space coincided with
reaching a milestone of 25,000 participants since our
inception in 2012. Our founders Ruth and Carole had
enormous smiles in November as they realised something
that was only a dream 7 years ago had fast become
reality.
Commencing in my role in November 2018, 2019 was
my first year in the role of CEO of Kids Giving Back and I
would like to thank the Board, staff and volunteers for the
warm welcome and support they have offered to me.
I say without reservation, I have never met a more
engaged, enthusiastic and motivated team or group of
volunteers at every event. The heart of what it means
to be a ‘community’ is there in every program and the
commitment from each person to give back to others
evident in every interaction.
I have of course been exceptionally blessed to work with
Carole, Ruth, Nadine, Andi, Kirsty and Bec who are well
known to our many supporters and families. Each team
member shares my enthusiasm and appreciation for what
together, as a community, our big wonderful group of
7,748 volunteers have achieved in 2019.

Robyn Monro Miller
Chief Executive Officer
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“Thank you so much for such an amazing experience.
Our residents could not stop talking about the bus trip
– it truly had an impact on them.
Thank you so much for organising and making it all
easy for us. We would love to do another program!”
6

- Justin David, Lifestyle Co-Ordinator, Bondi Waters Aged Care

MAINSTREAM MEDIA
promoting our mission
through Sky News,
Family Circle and
Women’s Weekly
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“I feel super happy about
making food for homeless
people and I enjoyed and
loved everything.”
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- Jaime, Charter Hall Participant
July 2019
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Our Program
Our calendar of Programs in 2019 rapidly filled with our flagship program
Cook4Good attracting 4,732 participants.
A new full day holiday program focussing on key themes of homelessness and
intergenerational experiences proved popular for all ages.
This experience was transferred to the workplace with Kids Giving Back delivering
for the first time an inhouse holiday program of experiences for Charter Hall.

TOTAL PER PROGRAM

Our Revenue

Programs

COOK4GOOD

135

Urban Walk

5

CLOTHES4GOOD

7

CONNECT4GOOD

13

COOK4DIGNITY

10

Food, Clothing Shelter

14

GROW

13

SCONES4GOOD

11

SCHOOLS4GOOD

12

CORPORATE SCHOOL
HOLIDAY PROGRAM

5

Asylum Seekers Lunches

6

TOTAL

Grants
15%
Donations &
Sponsorship
55%

231

“We are thrilled to have been able to include
Kids Giving Back’s Cook for Good program
in our camps since 2017, and we now have 34
schools and over 3,000 students involved with
KGB each year. Cook for Good is such a fantastic
program that is so well received by our schools,
the perfect balance of hands on productive
contribution and well-presented information
about homelessness in Sydney.We truly value
this partnership and look forward to working
with Kids Giving Back for many years to come.”
Paul Colagiuri, General Manager
The Urban Challenge
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Programs
55%

Participating Schools
SCEGGS Darlinghurst
St Mary MacKillop
Kellyville High School
Merewether High School
Cathedral College Wangaratta
Trinity Lutheran College
St Clare’s College
St Ignatius’ College Riverview
St Lukes Grammar School
St Catherine’s Waverley
Bishop Tyrell Anglican
Lakes Grammar School
Charlton Christian College
Erskine Park High School
Barker College
Canberra Grammar School
Tangara School for Girls
Hills Grammar
St John Baptist Primary School
Abbotsleigh
Greystanes High School Special Ed.
Northholm Grammar School
Pymble Ladies’ College
Kandos High School
Arndell Anglican College
St Pius College
Kambala
Killara High School
Shire Christian School
Brigidine College - St Ives
Inaburra
Tara Anglican School
Bronte Public School
The Emanuel School
Epping Boys High School
Kambala
Loreto Kirribilli
Hills Grammar
Newington College
Northern Beaches Christian School
Belmont High
Hunter Valley Grammar
Oxford Falls Grammar
Richard Johnson
Toongabbie High
Roseville Grammar
Youth Off The Streets
Key College
Bowen College
2 International schools from China

A Bouquet to…
Program Support staff
Derek Burrows (website)
Paul Green (Chef)
Jasmine Robbins (Facilitator)
Keshab Pokharel (Intern)
Lauranne Beernaert (Intern)

Youth Ambassadors 2019
Taryn Langman
Sean Novis
Sara Ehrlich
Nicole Shanley
Jacob Riesel
Jialu Meng
Andi Shatz

Volunteers
Sam Brampton
Dan Haesler
Shyaan Patel
Zuvhir Patel
Kyle Porter
Adam Leizer
Tamara Leizer
Georgia Miller
Amanda Shi
Radha Roberts
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Our Charity Partners
Authentic and meaningful volunteering experiences are
critical to the Kids Giving Back mission. To achieve this the
development of strong authentic relationships with our charity
partners is essential. In 2019 our programs supported 36
charities with provision of food, resources and time. At Kids
Giving Back, we translate our organisation’s values into action
and in 2019 this included a team day where we ‘gave back’
preparing and serving meals at the Asylum Seekers Centre and
after hours volunteering for Will2Live.
Our charity partners are an essential component of our work.
Their input into program ideas, attending our programs to meet
with participants and offering referrals to us for equipment and
support is highly valued.

Participating Charities 2019
Ability Links
Addison Project
Asylum Seekers Centre
Benevolent Society
Blanket Brigade
Bondi Waters Aged Care
The Burdekin Association
Centre of Ageing (COA)
David’s Place
Dignity
Edina Nursing Home
Foodbank NSW
House of Welcome
Illowra Aged Care
Jarrah House
Jewish House
Lou’s Place
Mission Australia – Common Grounds
Mums4Mums
Our Big Kitchen (OBK)
Phoenix House
Presbyterian Aged Care (PAC) –
Minnamurra, Drummoyne and The
Terraces, Paddington.
Rough Edges
Ruff Sleepers

Values translated into action...
Staff teambuilding at the Asylum Seekers Centre

Salvation Army – Surry Hills
St Vincent de Paul – Open Support
Summitcare
Taldumande
The Deli Centre
The Sanctuary –The Hills Woman’s Shelter
Thread Together
Tierney House
Vincentian House
Vets In The Park
Will2Live
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Fundraising
Kids Giving Back and the
Goldman Brothers, Barry
and Mark, held their third
annual Adventure Run this
past May, 2019. After their
inaugural event at Jervis Bay
in 2017, followed by the Blue
Mountains in 2018, this year’s
event was held at Smiths
Lake.
Thirty keen walkers and
runners participated glamping
over two days and covering
over 50 kilometres of beach,
hills, and rugged terrain.
All money raised was
donated to Kids Giving Back
to continue our Mission of
“Creating the Next Generation
of Generosity”. The Goldman Brothers Adventure Run has raised over $225,000 in total over the past three years.
We thank all our participants and donors for supporting Kids Giving Back and our Mission!

Runner Profile
Josh Chesler has been the youngest runner

in the Challenge for the past three years, at
just 10 years of age he has the stamina and
resilience of someone three times his age!.
When did you first start attending KGB
events?
When I was 7 years old

What do you like about the experiences you
have tried?
Last year I volunteered on Sunday mornings
( see photo). I worked in a community kitchen
and made delicious meals for people who don’t
have meals. While the food was cooking, I
learnt about homeless people and that these
people are exactly like us except that have had
a bit of bad luck. I also learnt about a family
that had to give their dog away because the Dad lost his job and they couldn’t afford to
look after the dog anymore. After we prepared all the meals, I went to deliver the meals
and talk to the people. I was a bit scared at first, but they were very friendly and thankful.
What made you decide to participate in the Adventure Run?
I like running and I wanted to raise some money for kids giving back. I also wanted to
have a weekend away with my Dad.
How did you prepare for the run?
My Dad and I are were training together. We went for runs after school and on the
weekends. We talk about the run as well and listen to motivational podcasts.
What message do you have for other kids who may be thinking of doing a
challenge in the future?
Put your mind to a challenge and don’t give up. It is so much fun to raise money and do
what I love doing which is going for runs with my Dad.

“I

learnt
about
homeless
people and
that these
people are
exactly like
us except
that have
had a bit of
bad luck.”
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Our Supporters We thank you!
OUR GUARDIAN ANGEL
The Goodridge Foundation has been a long term
supporter of Kids Giving Back and contributes to
supporting the entire organisation in fulfilling our mission.

B’nai B’rith NSW
Credit Suisse 10x10
Lisa Levin
Jemma Wise
Wolper Jewish
Hospital Foundation
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“I really enjoyed the session
and commend you and the team
on the job you are doing –
well done.

Last weekend was my sixth time
doing an OBK / KGB program
and they just get better and
better – my kids love them and
get a lot out of them – keep up
the good work.”
- Nathan Taylor
Managing Director, Head of Capital Markets,
Commonwealh Bank

kidsgivingback.org
ABN 791 159 440 963
Kids Giving Back is a not for profit organisation limited by guarantee and governed by the provisions of the Corporations Act 2001.
Kids Giving Back is endorsed as a Public Benevolent Institution and a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) from 01 Jul 2013.
It is covered by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

